
While most people ate, drank
and engaged in holiday merri-
ment during the Special

Forces Association Chapter 78 Christ-
mas party two years ago at the Bahia
Corinthian Yacht Club in Corona Del
Mar, unconventional soldier and entre-
preneur Richard Simonian was engaged
in an intense conversation about a topic
near to his heart. How could he and his
company, Santiago Communities, help
veterans find affordable housing? Not
stick houses, but manufactured homes
that are less expensive and easier to
maintain.

Since that time, Santiago Communi-
ties has partnered with a non-profit or-
ganization, Affordable Community
Living, which offers the Veterans Af-
fordable Housing Program. It has pro-
vided over $150,000 in funds for the
program.

During that time, the Veterans Afford-
able Housing Program has placed 70
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Right: Det A-109 Thuong
Duc, VN. Far right, Cpt
Jim Duffy, Det CO A-109,
Thuong Duc,VN

veterans in manufactured homes
throughout many of the 40 manufac-
tured home communities that Santiago
Communities oversees in five Western
states.

With the addition of two Chapter 78
members and Vietnam War Green
Berets and Purple Heart recipients to its
Board of Directors, Simonian is joined
by Jim Duffy, who was wounded as the
team leader of Detachment 109 in the
Thoung Duc District southwest of Da
Nang, and John S. Meyer, who served
two tours of duty with MACV-SOG.

Three Green Berets
Sixty years ago, Richard Simonian com-
pleted training to become a Green Beret.
He then dedicated three years of his life
to the mission expressed in the Special
Forces motto De Oppresso Liber – to
free the oppressed. During those pioneer
days, “it was not uncommon to have SF
men die in training…those early years
were rough,” Simonian added.

Today, he and his two fellow Green
Berets, Duffy and Meyer, are on another
mission. They are working together
under Simonian’s leadership to place a
roof over the heads of veterans who
might otherwise end up homeless or liv-
ing in less-than-desirable conditions
with relatives.

That mission is a far cry from when
Duffy was a young captain in Quang
Nam Province southwest of Da Nang,
where Detachment A-109 was assem-
bled to monitor and assess enemy activ-
ity between the rural areas west of the
camp and the more populated coastal
plain. Detachment A-109 played a criti-
cal role in protecting Da Nang from
enemy attacks where North Vietnamese

Army troops would mass in Laos, cross
the border, attack and return to their
Laotian sanctuary. The NVA knew why
the A team was in that area of opera-
tions, because the SF men and their
Civilian Irregular Defense Group
(CIDG) indigenous troops patrolled key
river valley chokepoints and major trails
enemy soldiers used to infiltrate into
South Vietnam.  As recon men operating
across the fence in Laos, Meyer and fel-
low SOG soldiers looked for enemy
troops massing to attack the A camps,
such as Det. A-109. 

Now, Duffy and Meyer are working
with Simonian to help veterans find af-
fordable housing despite a languishing
economy, unavailability of business
credit and ever-increasing taxes. In the
Green Beret spirit of adapting to
changes, when the economy threw
curses at them, they improvised and
adapted to move forward.

“I simply wanted to make a difference
in the lives of veterans,” Simonian said
in a recent interview with SOF. “God
has blessed me and I wanted to give
something back.”
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One veteran helped
Vietnam-era veteran Lorenzo R. Almada
is one of the 70 veterans assisted
through the Veterans Affordable Hous-
ing Program. He is a classic example of
how the program works. Having lost
their home, their jobs, their cars and all
part-time income, Almada and his wife
were living in a garage. “We were hurt-
ing,” Almada told SOF, until a friend
told him about the new affordable hous-
ing program for veterans. Today, Al-
mada and his wife live in a
three-bedroom manufactured home in
Orange County, in Southern California.

“I was so impressed with the program,
that I asked Richard if I could help him
to get more veterans into it,” Almada
said.

Duffy is quick to point out, “What is
truly unique about all of this is the fact
that we have a for-profit company com-
mitted to helping veterans without any
governmental programs.”

Meyer adds, “We always hear compa-
nies giving lip service to helping veter-
ans. Richard, in his SF spirit, gets it
done and strives for more ways to help

veterans.”
That assistance comes in many differ-

ent ways, as one woman resident
learned earlier this year after her hus-
band died suddenly. Instead of being
evicted when she couldn’t make her
monthly payment, as a Santiago Com-
munities resident living under the af-
fordable housing program, staff found
creative ways to assist her in remaining
in her home and helped her obtain food.
Such service to a widow is one more ex-
ample of how Simonian works to honor
veterans and their loved ones.

For more information about the Veter-
ans Affordable Housing Program, call
888-923-VETS (8387), www.Veter-
ansAffordableHousing.org. 

Mike Keele earned his DFC while
pulling a SOG team out of A Shau Valley
while assigned to the 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion in early 1968.  

I heard from a friend that on Sunday,
a CBS show which involved people
competing in a global race were in what
I’ll always call North Vietnam and used
a downed B-52’s wreckage as a marker
for their route. The immaturity and ab-
sence of sensitivity in that scene destroy,
at least for a moment, what I would con-
sider to be the core integrity of CBS.
Just remember on future shows, that
brave Americans experienced their last
mortal moments in that aircraft as it fell
from altitude to the ground. Many
Americans were held as POWs in the
North. I, myself, was a POW twice dur-
ing the Cold War. I can’t imagine the
anger and feelings of betrayal that many
Vietnam veterans and those from WW II
and Korea, as well as later generations,
must have felt.

Consider us, the people who volun-
teered or were drafted to protect and de-
fend those left behind enjoying, as they
should, their lives and their liberties. In
the future, more careful planning should
be exacted when scenes are being de-
signed for entertainment shows.

Sincerely,
William H. Northacker

Lieutenant Colonel, Special Forces
US Army (Retired)

1970–2008

ADD MORE COMMENT FEATURES
I love your magazine, been a subscriber
for decades, get the newsletter as you
can see by this contact, but I don’t do
Facebook and all that. I do have a Yahoo
account, but it doesn’t load when I try to
comment. And boy did I want dump a
load on Feinstein!�Any possibility of
adding DISCUS to the list?� I have had
great success on other pages with it.
Keep up the good work. 

George Ingols

We want to hear from you! If you have
a comment on an article, or just want to
get something off your chest, contact
SOF at editorsof@aol.com. Please keep
your letters under 200 words. All letters
received are property of SOF and sub-
ject to editing.  
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